
KSU Computer Science:
Nichols Hall, 1986-2000



The history of KSU CS can be grouped into 
these άŜǊŀǎέΥ 

ÅFairchild Hall: 1971-1985 

ÅNichols Hall, part 1: 1986-2000 

ÅNichols Hall, part 2: 2001-2015 

ÅEngineering Hall: 2016-present 

These slides ǎǳƳƳŀǊƛȊŜ άbƛŎƘƻƭǎ IŀƭƭΣ ǇŀǊǘ мέ



When CS was founded in 1971, there was no 
place to put it.
ÅThe Department with its labs and classrooms was stuffed into 

Fairchild Hall with the Graduate School, Financial Aid Office, and the 
Psychology 5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘΩǎ ǇƛƎŜƻƴκǊŀǘ ƭŀōǎΦ ό¢ƘŜǊŜ ǿŀǎ ŀ ǘŜǊǊƛōƭŜ 
problem with cockroaches due to the sacks of feed left downstairs!)

ÅVirgWallentine, CS Head, searched for a new home, and proposed to 
move both CS and Statistics into Dickens Hall. This went nowhere.

ÅThe turning point came in 1979, when University president Duane 
Acker proposed that the shell of Nichols Hall be razed for a parking 
lot.  The resulting outcry was immense and led to the reconstruction 
ƻŦ bƛŎƘƻƭǎΧΦ



A short history of Nichols Hall

Nichols Hall was built in 
1910, named after 
former President Ernest 
Nichols.  It held the 
basketball gym and 
separate swimming pools 
for men and women.  

Sheep trimming the grass prior to graduation, 1917.



The basketball gym 
proved inadequate, and 
Ahern Fieldhouse was 
built in 1950.  The Music 
Department, Military 
Science, and the campus 
radio station took over 
the resulting space 
(hence, the radio towers 
next to the building).



On Friday, December 13, 
1968, an arsonist, likely 
άƛƴǎǇƛǊŜŘέ ōȅ ŎŀƳǇǳǎ 

protests, set Nichols Hall 
ablaze.  The building was a 

total loss.





The Music Department, in 
particular, was devastated ---
all its scores and instruments 
were lost.  The only piece of 
music that survived was a 
new marching-band song, 
ǘƘŜ ά²ŀōŀǎƘ /ŀƴƴƻƴōŀƭƭΣΩΩ 
which the band director had 
taken home with him earlier 
that evening to study.



Nichols Hall sat, an empty shell.  In 
1979, President Duane Acker 
proposed that Nichols be razed.  
¢Ƙƛǎ ǘǊƛƎƎŜǊŜŘ ǇǊƻǘŜǎǘǎ ŀƴŘ ŀ ά/ŀǎǘƭŜ 
/ǊǳǎŀŘŜέΥ

By good fortune, the State of Kansas 
received a chunk of Federal settlement 

money; half was directed to the 
restoration of Lied Hall at KU, and the 

other half went to Nichols.



Nichols Hall Dedication Program, 1985



From Royal Purple Yearbook, 1986





Computer Science and Speech were 
the two campus departments most 
desperate for proper facilities.  They 
took the west and east wings, 
respectively.  The KSU Library used 
the basement for storage.  (There 
were some politics involved in 
including the Library in the 
arrangement.)

Mural, east wall of atrium:



In January 1986, situated in their new building, the 
CS Department was poised for growth ---where 
would this lead?

Not listed above was a new hire, Asst. Professor Tom Pittman.

From KSU 
General Catalog, 
1986



Tom Pittman was a living legend in the start-up world of Silicon Valley in the 1970s.  
He was the author of Tiny Basic and Grand Slam Tennis and was featured in Steven 
[ŜǾȅΩǎ ōƻƻƪΣ Hackers.

Tom wanted to understand language translation more deeply, so he completed a 
PhD at Univ. Cal. Santa Cruz with Frank DeRemer.  Dave Gustafson met Tom at a 
conference and aggressively recruited him to come to KSU, which Tom did in 1985.

Tom taught compiling courses and organized the KSU Macintosh group, but he felt 
ƛƭƭ ŀǘ ŜŀǎŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ άǇǳōƭƛǎƘ-or-ǇŜǊƛǎƘέ ǿƻǊƭŘ ƻŦ ŀŎŀŘŜƳƛŀ --- he left at the end of 1988 
to return to San Jose and his consulting work, which he still performs.   While at 
KSU, Tom coauthored a standard-reference compiling text with his student:  

Tom remains a private person (so, no photo here!) and is remembered for his 
intellect, pleasant smile, deep religious convictions, and his insistence on riding his 
bike to work every day of the year, regardless of the weather, attired in his tweed 
ǎǇƻǊǘǎ ƧŀŎƪŜǘ ŀƴŘ ǘƛŜΣ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƛŜ ŎƭƛǇΦ  ¢ƻƳ ǎŀƛŘΣ άǘƻ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘ ŎƻƳǇǳǘŜǊ 
ǎŎƛŜƴŎŜΣ ȅƻǳ Ƴǳǎǘ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘ {ƘŀƴƴƻƴΩǎ LƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ¢ƘŜƻǊȅέ όƎƻƻŘ ŀŘǾƛŎŜΗύΦ

Tom maintains a comprehensive web site: http://www.ittybittycomputers.com/

The Art of Compiler Design: Theory and Practice1st Edition
by Thomas Pittman(Author),James Peters(Author); Pearson, 1991.

https://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Pittman/e/B000APB5FE/ref=dp_byline_cont_book_1
https://www.amazon.com/s/ref=dp_byline_sr_book_2?ie=UTF8&text=James+Peters&search-alias=books&field-author=James+Peters&sort=relevancerank


In 1986 CS became CIS: 
Computing and Information Sciences 
Several years earlier, the CS Department added an Information Systems (IS) major 
to its undergraduate degree programs.  The IS program was meant for students 
who were interested primarily in applications development (and not hardware, 
systems programming, theory) and was meant to be an attractive alternative to MIS 
studies.  The new title also made the Department sound more important and wide-
ranging.

Several high-profile departments (notably Univ. Pennsylvania) changed their names 
ŦǊƻƳ ά/{έ ǘƻ ά/L{έΣ ǎƻ VirgWallentineƭƻōōƛŜŘ ŀƴŘ ŀŎƘƛŜǾŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ŦƻǊ Y{¦ΩǎΦ   
The IS-part of CIS remained active until 2015, when it was discontinued (software 
engineering is its successor) and CIS reverted to CS (in 2016).

hƴŜ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƴŀƳŜΣ ά/L{έΣ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƭŀǊƎŜ ǇŀǊǘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Y{¦ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ 
ƴŜǾŜǊ Ǝƻǘ ƛǘ ǊƛƎƘǘΣ ŜΦƎΦΣ ά/ƻƳǇǳǘŜǊ ŀƴŘ LƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ {ȅǎǘŜƳǎέΦ  hǳŎƘΗ



Delving into Programming Semantics
In the 1990s, KSU CIS grew into a Top-5 
Department in the USA in programming-
ǎŜƳŀƴǘƛŎǎ ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘΦ  IŜǊŜΩǎ Ƙƻǿ ƛǘ ōŜƎŀƴΦ

The story starts with a KSU Math Professor, 
George Strecker.  George was a top-notch 
topologist and category theorist and a co-
author of a text standard (Category Theory, H. 
Herrlichand G. Strecker, Allyn & Bacon, 1973).  
He knew only a little about computing.

hƴŜ ƻŦ DŜƻǊƎŜΩǎ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ǿŀǎ !ǳǎǘƛƴ aŜƭǘƻƴ 
(more to come), and another was Dave Schmidt 
(more to come).  George connected Austin with 
5ŀǾŜΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ōŀƭƭ ǎǘŀǊǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǊƻƭƭΧΦ

DŜƻǊƎŜΩǎ 
άƻŦŦƛŎƛŀƭέ Y{¦ 
photo

With Tony Hoare, Nichols Hall, 1992.  George 
became an adjunct professor in CIS in 1990.



Austin Melton
A high-school math teacher from Wichita, Austin 
Melton returned to KSU and completed a PhD with 
George Strecker, studying Galois connections.  Austin 
taught math at Marshall Univ. but wanted to move 
into computing.  He took a post at the Computer 
Science Dept. at Wichita State and was recruited by 
Virgto come to KSU in 1984.   

Why?  George Streckerhad introduced Austin to 
Dave Schmidt, who was working at the Univ. of 
Edinburgh at the time.  Austin visited Dave in 
Scotland, and when Dave returned to KSU, he drove 
ǘƻ ²ƛŎƘƛǘŀ ƻƴŎŜ ŀ ǿŜŜƪ ŦƻǊ ŀ ǎŜǊƛŜǎ ƻŦ !ǳǎǘƛƴΩǎ 
programming-semantics seminars.   Virgsaw the 
ǇƻǘŜƴǘƛŀƭ ƻŦ ŀ άŎǊƛǘƛŎŀƭ Ƴŀǎǎέ ŀƴŘ ƘƛǊŜŘ !ǳǎǘƛƴ ŜǾŜƴ 
though Dave left KSU.

At KSU, 1990



ÅAustin was a talented writer (he had a B.A. in English) 
and readily absorbed novel technical material.  During 
his stay at KSU, he published papers in math, 
programming-semantics, database systems, and 
software metrics!  (The later were done with the 
άDǊǳōǎǘŀƪŜ DǊƻǳǇέ ǘƘŀǘ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ 5ŀǾŜ DǳǎǘŀŦǎƻƴ ŀƴŘ 
faculty from Iowa State Univ.)
ÅAustin had a low-key persona that belied his unrivalled 
άǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǎƪƛƭƭǎέ --- he could coax a favor from most 
anyone.  He used this skill to recruit high-powered 
computing scientists (e.g., Dana Scott, Tony Hoare) to 
visit KSU, to acquire research funding from proprietary 
sources (notably, the Office of Naval Research), and to 
organize several KSU-hosted conferences.
ÅUltimately, Austin moved to administration, leaving 

KSU in 1992 to be dept. head at Michigan Tech. Univ. 
and next at Kent State Univ., where he currently 
resides.



Mathematical Foundations of 
Programming Semantics (MFPS)
An event that shaped the CIS Department for the next ten 
years was a workshop organized by Austin around the 
visits of Dana Scott, Steve Brookes, and Carl Gunter of 
Carnegie-Mellon to KSU: the first MFPS workshop, held in 
April 1986.

Organized on a shoestring, the workshop was a huge 
success, reinvigorating programming-semantics research 
in the USA and bringing together a collective of top 
researchers, including two who would move to KSU that 
autumn: Maria Zamfir-Bleybergand Dave Schmidt.

Never shy to ask, Austin coaxed Springer into publishing 
ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƪǎƘƻǇΩǎ ǇǊƻŎŜŜŘƛƴƎǎ ό[b/{ нофύΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǇǊƻǾŜŘ 
highly influential and led to a long series of MFPS 
meetings.



Maria Zamfir-Bleyberg

ÅIn the 1970s, Maria was a mathematician in Romania.  Since 
her husband was well-positioned in the Communist 
/ŜŀǳǓŜǎŎǳregime, she was allowed to leave and study 
computing at UCLA.  Maria was taken back to Romania 
against her will, but UCLA successfully negotiated her 
release so she could finish her PhD.

ÅMaria studied algebraic semantics and presented her work 
at the MFPS workshop.  Austin and Virgrecruited her for 
KSU, and she joined in the fall of 1986, while her (second) 
husband, a physician, remained in Los Angeles.  Long 
ŎƻƳƳǳǘŜǎ ǿŜǊŜ ŀ ōƛƎ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ aŀǊƛŀΩǎ ƭƛŦŜΦ  aŀǊƛŀ taught 
computing theory, databases, and artificial intelligence.  She 
performed in plays and was a painter.

ÅMaria was kind hearted and determined, and her career at 
KSU lasted until her retirement in 2005.  

ÅSee http://www.mariazamfirbleyberg.com/

Maria, 1988

Maria, 2016



Dave Schmidt

ÅA native Kansan, Dave completed his PhD at the 
¦ƴƛǾΦ ƻŦ !ŀǊƘǳǎΣ 5ŜƴƳŀǊƪΣ ǳƴŘŜǊ Y¦Ωǎ bŜƛƭ WƻƴŜǎΣ 
who was a visiting professor at Aarhus.  Beth 
¦ƴƎŜǊ ŀŎǘŜŘ ŀǎ 5ŀǾŜΩǎ Y{¦ ŀŘǾƛǎƻǊ --- Dave was 
the only student of the joint KSU/KU PhD 
program to have supervisors from both schools.

ÅHe spent two years as a post-doc for Turing-
award winner Robin Milner at Univ. Edinburgh 
(Scotland) and then worked at Iowa State 
University.Dave returned to KSU in 1986 to 
work with the newly formed semantics group of 
Strecker/Melton/ Zamfir-Bleyberg.

Dave, 1986

Dave, 
2012, 
wearing 
the same 
shirt



Dave was a tireless researcher.  Along with George and 
!ǳǎǘƛƴΣ ƘŜ ƻōǘŀƛƴŜŘ ǘƘŜ 5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘΩǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ ŜǾŜǊ bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ 
Science Foundation (NSF) grant, Programming Language 

Semantics and Galois Connections, in July 1986.  Dave was 
an Investigator on many NSF grants, including joint ones 

with Univ. Cal. Berkeley and MIT.

His book, Denotational Semantics (Allyn and Bacon, 1986) 
invigorated semantics research in the US and was adopted 

by over 300 schools worldwide.

Dave taught mostly graduate courses till 1995, when at 
±ƛǊƎΩǎrequest he took over the freshman CIS200 course.  

Over the following 20 years, Dave taught almost 
exclusively undergraduate courses, maintaining quality of 

the undergrad curriculum and making room for junior 
faculty to teach at the grad level.

Using NSF funding Dave sponsored multiple post-docs at 
KSU, and he was a funded visiting professor himself at 

schools in Denmark, Scotland, and France.

Dave was elected a University Distinguished Professor in 
2003 and held both the TointonEngineering Chair and the 

Lloyd T. Smith Engineering Chair.  He retired in 2015.

Czechoslovakia, 1990



Brad Blaker
ÅBrad was a local Manhattan-ite and PhD 

student, working with Maarten van Swaay.   
He developed cancer and required a bone-
marrow transplant.
ÅThe Department rallied behind him, but 

Brad lost his battle with the cancer and 
died in 1988.
ÅIn his memory, the Department dedicated 

the Brad BlakerLibrary in Nichols Hall, 
Room 236, next to the front office.  For 
three decades, the Library served as a 
ǊŜǇƻǎƛǘƻǊȅ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ 5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘΩǎ ŜȄǘŜƴǎƛǾŜ 
book and technical-report collection.
Å.ǊŀŘΩǎ ǇƘƻǘƻ ŀƴŘ ŀ ǎƳŀƭƭ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ Ƙƛǎ [ƛōǊŀǊȅ 
ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ƳƻǾŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘΩǎ 
meeting room in the new Engineering Hall.



In 1987 and 1988, VirgWallentinesuccessfully lobbied for two 
ŀŘŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ ŦŀŎǳƭǘȅ Ǉƻǎƛǘƛƻƴǎ ǘƻ Ŧƛƭƭ ƘƻƭŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘΩǎ 
teaching and research needs.   The resulting hires brought on 
ōƻŀǊŘ ǘǿƻ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǿƘƻ ǎƘŀǇŜŘ ǘƘŜ 5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘΩǎ ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭƛǘȅ 
for the next three decades while preserving its atmosphere of 
hard work and congeniality:  Masaaki Mizuno and Rod Howell.



Masaaki Mizuno Å! ƪŜȅ ǇŜǊǎƻƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘΩǎ bƛŎƘƻƭǎ-Hall 
era, Masaaki came to KSU in 1987 via Iowa State, 
Penn. State, and Japan.  He had expertise in 
hardware, distributed systems, and software 
engineering, the latter developed through his 
extensive consulting work in Japan with Hitachi, 
when he wrote operating systems for 
automobiles.   His work led him to win several 
NSF grants and supervise future CIS faculty 
member, Mitch Neilsen.

ÅMasaaki was an energetic and engaged teacher, 
spending huge amounts of time meeting one-on-
one with students.

ÅMasaaki developed many courses at the 
undergrad and grad levels, most notably the 
keystone undergrad course, Software 
Architecture (CS501), in which novice 
programmers mature into software engineers.  

ÅMasaaki is known for his work ethic, his 
inquisitiveness, and his card tricks(!)

Masaaki co-developed a course series for advanced students at Han Yang Univ., Seoul.
Here he is shown with Kyung-Goo Doh, a KSU PhD grad and Han Yang Professor, in 2015.



Rod Howell
ÅA native Kansan, Rod has been a fixture of the 

Department since 1988.  Rod studied with Lou Rosier at 
U. Texas Austin and co-authored with Lou many crucial 
papers on computational complexity.

ÅOver the decades, Rod has provided invaluable teaching 
and service work, most notably at the undergraduate 
level.  He developed the modern versions of the 
5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘΩǎ Řŀǘŀ ǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜǎ ŀƴŘ 
algorithms/complexity courses and has managed 
Undergraduate Studies, Curriculum, and Accreditation 
activities.  The Department simply would not have 
CSAB/ABET accreditation without Rod.

ÅRod is known for his calm demeanor, well-grounded 
personality, intellect, and deep religious beliefs, the 
latter leading him to make annual summer missionary 
trips abroad for several decades.

Through a 
ǇƘƻǘƻƎǊŀǇƘŜǊΩǎ 
lens, 1988

Through a 
ǿŜōŎŀƳΩǎ 
lens, 2013



The CIS faculty, 1988

Austin Melton was travelling that day and is missing from this photo.



ÅDepartmental research in databases, 
distributed systems, and programming 
semantics surged forwards in the late 1980s.  
(Beth and her database group are shown at 
left.)

ÅIn 1989, Kaliappa(Ravi) Ravindranwas hired 
as an Asst. Prof. in operating systems.  Six 
years later, Ravi moved to City College of 
New York, where he now resides.

ÅVirgscraped together funding for a software-
support staff.  Harvard Townsend, a CIS MS 
grad, was systems manager from 1983 
through 1992.  Harvard then became the 
ƘŜŀŘ ƻŦ Y{¦Ωǎ /ƻƳǇǳǘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ bŜǘǿƻǊƪ 
Services Office and then the Chief IT Officer.  
In 2012 he moved to Illinois to work at 
Wheaton College with his wife, Dana.

Ravi

Harvard



Bachelor Degree Requirements, 1990
Computing grew, and so did 
the list of required courses --
over 60 credits worth! Some years later, the B.S. 

would be streamlined into 
a 30-credit program with 
specialty tracks.



M.S. requirements, 1995
This version of the  
M.S. requirements 
has remained stable 
over the decades.



PhD requirements, 1990

The prelim exams were weakened 
some years later so that students 
ŎƻǳƭŘ άƻǇǘ ƻǳǘέ ƻŦ ǇǊŜƭƛƳǎ ōȅ 
ƻōǘŀƛƴƛƴƎ ŀ ά.Ҍ ƻǊ ōŜǘǘŜǊέ ƎǊŀŘŜ ƛƴ 
the grad course associated with an 
exam area.This change was made 
because many students took too 
long to undertake the exams.



Visiting Professor Olivier Danvy, 1991-93
ÅThe programming-semantics group reached critical mass 

with the arrival of Olivier Danvyfrom Univ. Copenhagen.  
όhƭƛǾƛŜǊΩǎ ǿƛŦŜΣ YŀǊƻƭƛƴŜΣ ǿŀǎ ŀ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘ ŀǘ Y{¦ ŀǘ ǘƘƛǎ ǎŀƳŜ 
time.)   Olivier was a world leader in partial-evaluation 
theory and a founder of the ACM PEPM Conference series.  
He published prolifically and was a co-Investigator on two 
NSF grants while at KSU.

ÅhƭƛǾƛŜǊΩǎ ŜƴǘƘǳǎƛŀǎƳ ŀƴŘ ǿƻǊƪ ŜǘƘƛŎ ǿŀǎ ŎƻƴǘŀƎƛƻǳǎΣ ŀƴŘ Ƙƛǎ 
efforts at attracting visitors and organizing meetings at KSU 
placed the semantics group into prime visibility at the 
international level.  He collaborated widely and 
enthusiastically.

ÅHe taught at both the undergrad and grad levels and helped 
train two PhD students who later became CS faculty: 
AnindyaBanerjee and John Hatcliff.

ÅIn 1993, Olivier moved to Carnegie-Mellon Univ. and then to 
Aarhus Univ. (Denmark), where he is now a Professor.   
Olivier was cited in the journal Natureŀǎ άǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ǘƘŀƴƪŜŘ 
ǇŜǊǎƻƴ ƛƴ ŎƻƳǇǳǘŜǊ ǎŎƛŜƴŎŜΦέ

Olivier at the Dagstuhl(Germany) conference center, 1995.  John Hatcliff
is seen at the left.



An Olivier-organized workshop, KSU, 1991



Beth Unger gets promoted

ÅIn 1986, Beth co-founded the ACM Symposium on Applied 
Computing, which operates to this day.   From 1983 to 1995, she 
supervised 18 PhD students and countless MS students to 
completion.

ÅLƴ мффлΣ .ŜǘƘ ǿŀǎ άǇǊƻƳƻǘŜŘ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ /L{έ ŀƴŘ ōŜŎŀƳŜ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǘŜ 
Dean of the Graduate School, a post she held till 1994.

ÅLƴ мффпΣ .ŜǘƘ ǿŀǎ άǇǊƻƳƻǘŜŘ ǘƻ !ƴŘŜǊǎƻƴ Iŀƭƭέ ŀƴŘ ōŜŎŀƳŜ Vice 
Provost of Academic Services & Technology as well as Dean of 
Continuing Education --- her job was to wire the campus and make 
its resources available to distance learners.

ÅBeth oversaw the installation of high-speed internet across campus, 
ǿƛƴƴƛƴƎ ŀ άaƻǎǘ ²ƛǊŜŘέ ŀǿŀǊŘ ŦǊƻƳ ²ƛǊŜŘ aŀƎŀȊƛƴŜΦ  {ƘŜ ŀƭǎƻ 
helped develop K-State On-Line.  She created the Information 
Technology Assistance Center (iTAC), which is the first point of 
contact for students who are using University computing facilities.

ÅBeth held her Provost/Dean posts till her retirement in 2007.



Accreditation of B.S. degree by CSAB, 1992



ÅCSAB was a relatively new agency, and the Department was one of 
ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǘƻ ƻōǘŀƛƴ ŀŎŎǊŜŘƛǘŀǘƛƻƴΦ  hƴŜ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ǿƻǊǘƘ ƻŦ ǊŜŎƻǊŘ ƪŜŜǇƛƴƎ 
of course notes, assignments, etc., was required, taxing the front-
ƻŦŦƛŎŜ ǎǘŀŦŦΦ   !ŎŎǊŜŘƛǘŀǘƛƻƴ ǿŀǎ ǳǎŜŘ ŀ άǘƻƻƭέ ōȅ Virgto demonstrate 
to Central Administration that the Department was significantly 
ǳƴŘŜǊŦǳƴŘŜŘΦ  ό!ƭŀǎΣ ƛǘ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƘŜƭǇ ƳǳŎƘΦύ

ÅAs a result of the CSAB report, the Department augmented its 
advising team, giving Joe Campbell more help.  In future years, all of 
CIS200, 300, and 500 (now 501) were rebuilt.

ÅThe Department has been continuously accredited since 1992, first by 
CSAB and now its successor, ABET.

ÅVirgcontinued to lobby for resources, and there were three new 
faculty hires:



GurdipSingh
ÅGurdipcame to KSU in 1991 after completing his 

degree at SUNY Stony Brook, researching operating 
ǎȅǎǘŜƳǎΦ  IŜ ǿŀǎ ŀ ǊŜŎƛǇƛŜƴǘ ƻŦ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ b{CΩǎ 
newly instituted Career Awards.

ÅWhile at KSU, he created the Pervasive Sensor 
Network Laboratory (PerSNL) for studying embedded 
systems and sensor networks.  Through the lab, 
Gurdipsupervised many MS and PhD graduates.  He 
won the Engineering Research Award in 2007.

ÅLater in his career, Gurdiptook over as CIS 
Department Head, a post he held from 2009 through 
2014.  Gurdipdid a great job maintaining the quality 
ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘΩǎ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳǎ ŀƴŘ ǇǊŜǎŜǊǾƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ 
positive work atmosphere.

ÅIn 2014, Gurdipmoved to the NSF as a program 
manager, and in 2016 he took a post as Associate 
Dean at Syracuse University.

ÅGurdipwas well liked for his work ethic, low-key 
manner, and easy sense of humor.  

PhD student Asst. Professor

Professor 
and Dept. 
Head



Jan Chomicki ÅFrom Poland, Jan studied at Rutgers and did a 
post-doc at UNC Chapel Hill before coming to 
KSU in 1993.  At that time and since, Jan was/is 
a leader in temporal database research, 
maintaining the highest standards in his work.  
Wŀƴ ǘǊŀƛƴŜŘ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘΩǎ ōŜǎǘ tƘ5 
grads, David Toman, who himself became a 
Professor at Univ. Waterloo.

ÅJan was known for his economical style of 
presentation, his high standards and his strong 
beliefs.  In 1998, he moved to SUNY Buffalo, 
where he is a Professor.

David Toman



Alley (Allen) Stoughton

ÅAllen Stoughton joined the programming-semantics 
group in 1993, after studying at UCLA and Edinburgh 
and working at Chalmers Univ. (Sweden) and Univ. of 
Sussex (England).  Allen was a significant contributor to 
ǘƘŜ ƎǊƻǳǇΩǎ ƛƴǘŜƭƭŜŎǘǳŀƭ ŀǘƳƻǎǇƘŜǊŜ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 
5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘŀƭ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ ŀǘƳƻǎǇƘŜǊŜ Ǿƛŀ Ƙƛǎ άCǊƛŘŀȅ-after-
ŎƭŀǎǎŜǎέ getogethers, which continued for well over a 
decade.

ÅAllen taught undergrad and grad courses in 
programming languages, semantics, and automata 
theory, creating from these courses two widely used 
verification tools, Porgiand Forlan.   Allen steadily 
published and helped generate NSF- and ONR-funded 
research.

Allen, 1997

aŀǎŀŀƪƛ ŀƴŘ !ƭƭŜƴ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ά/L{ !ƭǘŜǊƴŀǘƛǾŜ ¢ƻǳǊέΥ
people.cs.ksu.edu/~schmidt/alternative.tour/part1.html



In 2008, Allen became Alley Stoughton 
and augmented her academic work by 
efforts to educate the community and 
university about the problems faced by 
the LGBT-community

Alley left KSU in 2010 and subsequently 
took a position at MIT Lincoln Labs.  
Alley now works at IMDEA Software 
Institute, Madrid, dividing time 
between there and Boston.

Alley, 2010



A move to the Engineering College
By the late 1980s, VirgWallentinebecame convinced that the CIS Department 
would never get from Central Administration the resources it needed to grow to a 
άŎǊƛǘƛŎŀƭ ƳŀǎǎέΥ  ǘƘŜ !Ǌǘǎ ŀƴŘ {ŎƛŜƴŎŜǎ ό!ϧ{ύ /ƻƭƭŜƎŜ ƘŜƭŘ ƻǾŜǊ нл ŘŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ 
ǘƘŜ ƭŀǊƎŜǎǘ ƻƴŜǎ άŎŀƭƭŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǎƘƻǘǎέΦ   ¢ƘŜǊŜ ŀǇǇŜŀǊŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ǘǿƻ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜ ǎƻƭǳǘƛƻƴǎΥ

(i) Merge CIS with another department/group and make it huge;

(ii) Move CIS to another College of more equally-sized departments.

Virgtried Option (i) first, and convinced President Wefaldto propose a merger of 
CIS with the computer engineering portion of the Electrical and Computer 
Engineering Dept.   ²ŜƭŦŀƭŘΩǎάǊŜƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǘƛƻƴ ǇǊƻǇƻǎŀƭέ όǿƘƛŎƘ ŀƭǎƻ ǇǊƻǇƻǎŜŘ ǘƻ 
disband the Architecture College!) was met with hostility from several quarters and 
was abandoned.

Option (ii) came to the forefront when the new A&S Dean, Peter Nicholls, proposed 
ǘƻ Ŏǳǘ /L{Ωǎ ōǳŘƎŜǘ ŀƴŘ ǊŜŘǳŎŜ ƛǘǎ ŦŀŎǳƭǘȅ ǘƻ ŎƻǾŜǊ ǎƘƻǊǘŦŀƭƭǎ ƛƴ ƻǘƘŜǊ !ϧ{ 
departments.  In the fall of 1990, Virgstarted the push, and a proposal followed:





ÅNot surprisingly, Dean 
Nicholls pushed back, 
realizing he would lose a 
significant faculty, along with 
the attached resources.  
Multiple A&S department 
heads wrote public letters of 
opposition to the move. 
There was also resistance 
from some quarters in the 
Engineering College, who 
feared that CIS was planning 
ǘƘŜƛǊ ƳƻǾŜ ǎƻ ǘƻ άǊŀƛŘέ Engg. 
College resources.   But 
Engg. Dean Don Rathbone 
supported the move, 
knowing a good thing when 
he saw it.

ÅThe intervention of Provost 
James Coffman was the key 
to negotiating the delicate 
and complex conditions for 
the move:



Coffman 
wisely 
scheduled a 
public forum 
where 
everyone 
could have 
their say 
before he 
made his 
decision.



!ƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŘŜŜŘ ǿŀǎ ŘƻƴŜΦΧ



Virg(and Beth Unger) knocked themselves out to make the move happen --- a 
huge feat that took big pieces of their lives.  The action saved the Department 
from downsizing.  What were the other consequences?
(i) The CIS Department now belonged to a college of about a dozen 

departments, all of which were roughly the same size as CIS.
(ii) The Engineering College placed high value on extramural funding, but no 
ŘƛǎǘƛƴŎǘƛƻƴ ǿŀǎ ƳŀŘŜ ŀǎ ǘƻ ŦǳƴŘƛƴƎ άǉǳŀƭƛǘȅέ όŜΦƎΦΣ ŀƴ b{C ƎǊŀƴǘ ǾŜǊǎǳǎΣ ǎŀȅΣ ŀ 
Burger King consulting contract) --- money was money, after all.  Scholarly 
work became a little less important.

(iii) CIS was given a significant degree of independence in planning its undergrad 
curricula (which still included a B.A. degree) as well as managing its own 
funds.  Its collection of Graduate Teaching Assts. was preserved, as were its 
service courses.

(iv) There began a subtle shift of culture in the Department from doing 
science/theory to doing engineering/practice.

During the entire process, Virgisolated and protected the CIS faculty from the 
stresses related to the transition --- a major accomplishment!



Michael Huthwas hired in 1996
ÅMichael did a PhD at Tulane 

and postdocs at KSU, 
Imperial College (London) 
and Univ. Birmingham 
before returning to KSU.  He 
was an energetic teacher, 
collaborator, and researcher.  
His gumbo parties were 
famous, and he played a 
mean alto sax.

ÅHis text, Logic in Computer 
Science (Cambridge, 2004), is 
one of the standards.

ÅMichael was happy in 
Kansas, but when his lawyer 
missed a green-card 
deadline in 2001, he 
returned to Imperial College, 
where he is now a Professor.

Michael and the KSU semantics group at an MFPS meeting.

Professor Doctor Huth

Michael, 1993



Master of Software Engineering (MSE)
The Department received a lot of grad 
applications from people who wanted to 
άǊŜǘƻƻƭέ ŀƴŘ Řƻ ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴǎκǎƻŦǘǿŀǊŜ 
engineering work.  In 1995, Bill Hankley, Dave 
Gustafson, and Virgformulated a degree 
program for these people, the MSE, and 
obtained approval from the Graduate School.  

The degree was meant to accommodate 
working students who might study remotely.  
It also was intended to move the Department 
ŀ ōƛǘ ŎƭƻǎŜǊ ǘƻ ά9ƴƎƛƴŜŜǊƛƴƎ /ƻƭƭŜƎŜ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŜέ 
(although questions arose regarding the 
άƭƛŎŜƴǎƛƴƎκŎŜǊǘƛŦƛŎŀǘƛƻƴέ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎƻŦǘǿŀǊŜ 
engineers).

The program has remained in place to the 
present day, modified to include core CS MS 
courses.



άWaybackέ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ²ƻǊƭŘ ²ƛŘŜ ²Ŝō ƛƴ мффт
https://web.archive.org/web/19970701000000*/http://www.cis.ksu.edu

The World Wide Web became 
available to the Department in 
мффрΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ 5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘΩǎ ǿŜō 
site quickly followed.
IŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŀ ŎƻǇȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘΩǎ 
home page from February 4, 1997, 
courtesy of the WaybackMachine 
at  archive.org/web
You can check out the page and 
click on all the links, which are 
ŀƭƛǾŜΦ  ¸ƻǳΩƭƭ ǎŜŜ ŀ ǎƴŀǇǎƘƻǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
Department in early 1997!



The CIS front office staff
An organization functions only because its administrative staff makes 
things happen.  The CIS Department was fortunate to have many hard-
working, likable people who did the job.  Here are several:

Sandy Randel was office 
manager from 1989 
through 1993.
Twice she was a finalist 
for KSU classified 
employee of the year.

Angie Taylor was 
{ŀƴŘȅΩǎ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎƻǊ 
and continued the 
outstanding work.
Angie was 
particularly 
appreciated by the 
Summer on 
Campus people, 
who benefitted 
from her hard 
work.

Jan Herndon started 
as bookkeeper in 
1995 and stayed on 
the job for 20 years, 
retiring in 2015.
Jan oversaw and 
managed the massive 
growth in research
accounts, putting in 
many long hours to 
keep the books 
balanced.



High-school programming contests

ÅIn 1990, Rod Howell and Dave 
DǳǎǘŀŦǎƻƴ ƛƴƛǘƛŀǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ 5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘΩǎ 
annual high-school programming 
contest.  A typical contest includes 
students from several dozen high 
schools divided into as many as 100 
teams --- a massive undertaking to 
manage!

ÅThe contests are meant as a publicity 
tool for the Department and College 
and have indeed recruited many 
undergrads.

ÅYou can review a sample contest 
(teams, problems, winners) at the 
Waybackmachine at archive.org.  The 
pictures here are from the 1996 
contest.


